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From GayS, followed by his numerous disciples the
Blessed One proceeded to J^ajagriha, the capital ofMagadha.
After his great renunciation ytddartha passed through Rivja-
griha, and Bimbis;Va, the king of Magadha, failing to
dissuade him from his icsolve to attain bodhi, requested the
Bodhisattva to come back to Rajagriha1 after the accomplish-
ment of his purpose and receive him as his disciple. In com-
pliance with this request the Biased One now visited
Rajagriha. King Bimbifr'a.ra, hearing of the arrival of the
World-Honoured, went with his counsellors and generals to
the place where the Blessed One wah, and after hearing a dis-
course on the nature of the self, became a lay disciple. The^
purport of this discourse was that the self, the-'so-called lord
of knowledge, was born of sensation and recollection, and its
( onstancy was a mere delusion. After taking refuge in the
Buddha the king invited the Blessed One to the royal palace,
entertained him and his bhikshus and presented to the
Sa^.gha his pleasure garden, the bamboo grove Vemivana^ as
a dwelling-place for the homeless disciples of the Great
Teacher.

A much more important event connected with the Blessed
One's stay at Rajagriha was the conversion ofSa.ripntra and
Maudgaly<iyana, both pupils of the wandering monk Sanjaya.
One day as Asvajit, one of the first five that were ordained
by the Buddha, was going on his alms-seeking round,Sfi.riputra
saw the noble and dignified mien of Asvajit, and a.sked him
who his teacher was and what doctrine be professed. Asva-
jit replied that his teacher was t]ie Blessed One and that
following the TathAigatha's teaching he had renounced the
world. On hearing this Sa.riputra went to Maudgalyfiyana
and told him what be had heard. Then both of them went
with all their followers to the Tathilgat.'-. and took their
refuge in the Buddha, the Dhanna and  the Sa'igha.
The Buddha held both of them in high estimation for
their intelligence and learning. Some of the books of
the Abhidharma, the philosophical part of the Tripitaka,
are ascribed t<./ these two learned bhikshus. Another wor-
thy acquisition to the faith during the Master's stay in, the
Bamboo Grove was the Brahman sage, Mah^. Kasyapa, who
had renounced his virtuous wife, bis immense wealth and